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“The ocean is so vast,
it is simply too big to fail.”
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What is the conservation narrative of Pacific salmon?

SensitivityVulnerability ~ Exposure *
- Resilience
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Fish and Environment Data

8,100 locations
533 fish species

Urban land-use,  
annual temperature,  
annual precipitation,  
elevation, and  
stream order.
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(Darters)
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‘Goldilocks’ straying?
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Phenological diversity
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Phenological diversity
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. . But vulnerability of migratory bottlenecks
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Ocean.ecology

Flora Bank

Lelu Island

Skeena River

Skeena River Estuary
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Pacific NorthWest LNG
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Pacific NorthWest LNG
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Map by John Latimer (Lax)

Over 50 populations of salmon from
over 10 First Nation territories



What is the conservation narrative of Pacific salmon?

Vulnerability ~ Exposure * Sensitivity
- Resilience

Moore 2019



1. Salmon can be robust and resilient
2. But lots of stressors
3. And resilience processes are being  

undermined
4. As the world is rapidly changing
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“The ocean is so vast,
it is simply too big to fail.”

“The ocean is massively and fatally  
depleted and disrupted. The ocean is  

simply too big to fix.”

“The ocean is so central to our future.
It’s too important to neglect.”
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Inexhaustible and improvableHistoric
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“We assumed we could control the biological  
productivity of salmon and ‘improve’ upon  
natural processes that we didn’t even try to  
understand.”
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Inexhaustible and improvable

Salmon are super sensitive and  
doomed. Lets keep trying quick fixes.
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